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SUB J : EXPLOSION ON PARKED PIA AIRCRAFT 

1. AN EXPLOSION, THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY A BOMB, 
CAUSED SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE TO A PAKISTAN INTERNATIONAL 
AIRLINES (PIA) BOEING 707 AT RAWALPINDIN/ISLAMABAD AIRPORT 
LATE JUWA 5. ACCORDING TO PRESS, NO ONE WAS INJURED BY THE 
EXPLOSION WHICH REUTERS CORRESPONDENT GRAHAM SLVWART SAYS 
RIPPED A THREE TO FOUR FOOT HOLE IN THE AIRCRAFT'S FUSELAGE 

AT ABOUT 8:30 PM. THE AIRCRAFT, WHICH HAD ARRIVED ABOUT 
ONE HALF HOUR EARLIER FROM KARACHI AS DOMESTIC FLIGHT 
PK 308, WAS BEING SERVICED PRIOR TO RETURNING THERE AS 
FLIGHT PK 309 AT 9:00 PM. HAD THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED 
IN MID-AIR, THE AIRCRAFT WOULD MOST PROBABLY HAVE BEEN IN 
SERIOUS DANGER. 

2. PIA OFFICIALS ARE CLOSE MOUTHED ABOUT THE BLAST, WHICH 
IS UNDER INVESTIGATION AND ARE APPARENTLY UNDER 
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PLACED UNDER A PASSENGER SEAT. 

STEWART TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER THAT HE HAD SEEN THE HOLE IN 
THE FUSELAGE FROM A DISTANCE. PAKISTAN TIMES JULY 7 
ARTICLE REPORTING MATTER MENTIONS ONLY THAT AN EXPLSION 
TOOK PLACE AND DOES NOT MENTION A BOMB. ACCORDING TO 
PRESS. AIRCRAFT WILL BE SERVICEABLE IN FOUR TO SIX WEEKS, 

THUS INDICATING APPRECIABLE DAMAGE. 

3. IF INDEED THE EXPLOSION. AS SEEM LIKELY , WAS CAUSED 
BY A BOMB, ONE CAN ONLY SPECULATE AS TO THE BOMBERS 
INTENTIONS. AT THIS TIME, WE DO NOT KNOW IF THE DEVICE 

WAS ABOARD DURING THE FLIGHT TO RAWALPINDI OR WAS PLACED 
ABOARD HERE. AND, REGARDLESS OF WHERE IT ORIGINATED, 

WE DO NOT KNOW IF IT WAS INTENDED TO EXPLODE IN MID AIR 
OR WHILE THE AIRCRAFT WAS ON THE GROUND. ACCORDING TO 
STEWARD. PIA CHAIRMAN AIR MARSHAL (RETIRED) NUR KHAN 
CONSIDERS THAT THE BOMB WAS TIMED TO GO OFF ON THE RUNWAY. 
NUR KHAN, WHO SAID THAT A MID-AIR EXPLOSION WOULD HAVE 
BEEN DISASTROUS. TOLD STEWARD JULY 8 THAT HE FELT 
TERRORISTS WERE MERELY TRYING TO ACHIEVE MAXIMUM PUBLICITY 
BY BLOWING UP THE PLANE ON THE RUNWAY AND WERE NOT 
TRYING TO TAKE LIVES AS WOULD HAVE BEEN DONE BY A MID-AIR 
BLAST. THE CHAIRMAN DID NOT SPECULATE ON THE IDENTITY 
OF THE PRESUMED TERRORISTS. 

4. CONSULATE KARACHI WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH PIA HEAD- 
QUARTERS AND DIRECTOR GENERAL CIVIL AVIATION TO TRY AND 
LEARN MORE FACTS ABOUT THE CASE. 

5. TO DATE, WE HAVE HEARD NO ALLEGATIONS THAT ANY 
POLITICAL PARTY WAS INVOLVED IN THE MATTER. 
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